
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: AFRICAN PYGMY HEDGEHOG 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: ATELERIX ALBIVENTRIS X 

ALGIRUS 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, MAMMALIA, INSECTIVORA 

FACTS: AFRICAN PYGMY HEDGEHOG PETS ARE ACTUALLY A HYBRID OF TWO 

SPECIES NATIVE TO THE SAVANNAHS OF CENTRAL AFRICA: WHITE-BELLIED 

HEDGEHOGS AND ALGERIAN HEDGEHOGS.  HEDGEHOGS ARE NOCTURNAL 

AND FEED ON WORMS, INSECTS, FRUITS, ROOTS, AND EVEN SMALL FROGS 

AND SNAKES. THE AVERAGE LIFESPAN IS 3–5 YEARS.  
 

ADAPTATIONS: THE HEDGEHOG’S LONG SNOUT IS SPECIALIZED FOR 

SMELLING AND CAN DETECT FOOD ITEMS UNDERGROUND. THEIR BACK IS 

COVERED WITH SPINES (MODIFIED HAIR), AND WHEN THREATENED BY 

PREDATORS, HEDGEHOGS CAN ROLL UP IN A BALL FOR PROTECTION.



 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

COMMON NAME: BALL PYTHON  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME:  PYTHON REGIUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, 
SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: BALL PYTHONS ARE NATIVE TO THE SAVAHHANS OF AFRICA. THESE 

SNAKE ARE GROUND-DWELLING AND SPEND MOST OF THEIR TIME IN 

MAMMAL BURROWS. BALL PYTHONS CAN LIVE 25+ YEARS AND REACH ABOUT 

4 FEET IN LENGTH. THEY FEED PRIMARILY ON SMALL MAMMALS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS:  THE BALL PYTHON IS NAMED SO BECAUSE WHEN 

THREATENED, IT COILS UP INTO A BALL. HEAT PITS LOCATED ON THE UPPER 

AND LOWER LIP SCALES, WHICH SENSE INFRARED RADIATION, ARE USED TO 

DETECT PREY. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: BOA CONSTRICTOR  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: BOA CONSTRICTOR 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA  
 

FACTS: BOA CONSTRICTORS ARE FOUND IN CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA. THEY LIVE 
ABOUT 30 YEARS AND GROW 8-10 FEET LONG.  THEY PREY UPON VERTEBRATES 
INCLUDING BIRDS, MAMMALS, AND LIZARDS. BOA CONSTRICTORS ARE VIVIPAROUS 
MEANING THEY GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE YOUNG.  
 

ADAPTATIONS: BOAS (AND PYTHONS) ARE PRIMITIVE SNAKES.  SMALL SPURS LOCATED 
NEAR THE CLOACA ARE VESTEGIAL (REMNANT) HIND LEGS AND ARE USED BY MALES 
DURING MATING.  ALSO LIKE PYTHONS, BOAS HAVE HEAT PITS LOCATED ON THEIR LIP 
SCALES.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: LONG-TAILED CHINCHILLA 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: CHINCHILLA LANIGERA 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, MAMMALIA, RODENTIA 
 

FACTS: CHINCHILLAS ARE NATIVE TO THE ANDES MOUNTAINS OF SOUTH AMERICA 
WHERE THEY LIVE IN BURROWS AND ROCK CREVICES.  THE COAT OF CHINCHILLAS IS 
EXTREMELY DENSE AND SOFT, AND AS MANY AS 60 HAIRS GROW OUT OF ONE FOLLICLE. 
BECAUSE OF THIS, CHINCILLAS WERE NEARLY HUNTED TO EXTINCTION IN THE WILD FOR 
THE FUR TRADE. TODAY, CHINCHILLAS ARE NO LONGER HUNTED, BUT REMAIN 
ENDANGERED. IN THE WILD CHINCHILLAS EAT PLANTS AND INSECTS.  CAPTIVE 
CHINCHILLAS LIVE ABOUT 15 YEARS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: CHINCHILLAS HAVE LARGE HIND FEET WHICH ALLOWS THEM TO JUMP UP 
TO 5 FEET. 



 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: DURANGO MOUNTAIN 

KINGSNAKE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: LAMPROPELTIS MEXICANA 
GREERI 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: THIS SNAKE IS FOUND IN HIGH ELEVATIONS IN THE MOUNTAINS OF 

DURANGO, MEXICO. IT HAS A LIGHT GREY BACKGROUND COLOR WITH 

BLACK-EDGED RED/ORANGE BANDS. THEY GROW TO 2-3 FEET AND LIVE FOR 

30-40 YEARS.  
 

ADAPTATIONS: KINGSNAKES ARE OPERTUNISITIC FEEDERS AND EAT 

SNAKES, LIZARDS, RODENTS, BIRDS, AND EGGS. THE "KING" IN THEIR NAME 

REFERS TO THEIR ABILITY TO EAT OTHER SNAKES, INCLUDING VENOMOUS 

SNAKES. THEY CAN FEED ON VENOMOUS SNAKES BECAUSE THEY ARE 

IMMUNE TO THE VENOM.  



 
 

 
 
 
COMMON NAME: CORNSNAKE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: PANTHEROPHIS GUTTATUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: CORNSNAKES ARE NATIVE TO THE EASTERN UNITED STATES WHERE 

THEY CAN BE COMMON.  HOWEVER, IN THE DELMARVA AREA, THESE SNAKES 

ARE ENDANGERED.  CONRNSNAKES CAN GROW TO BE 4-6 FEET, AND LIVE FOR 

ABOUT 15-25 YRS. THEY OFTEN EAT MICE OR SMALL RATS. 
 



ADAPTATIONS: CORNSNAKES ARE EXCELLENT CLIMBERS. THEIR BELLY SCALES 

ARE ANGLED AND PROVIDE EXCELLENT TRACTION FOR CLIMBING TREE BARK, 
ROCKS, AND EVEN THE SIDES OF BUILDINGS. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: WESTERN PAINTED TURTLE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: CHRYSEMYS PICTA BELLII 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, 
TESTUDINES 
 

FACTS: THE WESTERN PAINTED TURTLE IS NATIVE TO WESTERN NORTH AMERICA.  
THIS TURTLE INHABITS PONDS, LAKES, MARSHES, AND SLOW-MOVING RIVERS 
WITH SOTF MUDDY BOTTOMS.  PAINTED TURTLES GROW 5-7 INCHES WITH 
FEMALES GROWING LARGER THAN MALES.   
 

ADAPTATIONS: MALE PAINTED TURTLES ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR LONG 
FORE-CLAWS, WHICH THEY USE DURING MATING.  THE MALE WILL SWIM ABOVE 
THE FEMALE AND REACH FORWARD WITH HIS FRONT CLAWS AND TICKLE THE 
FEMALE’S CHEAKS.  IF SHE IS RECEPTIVE, SHE WILL SWIM TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 
POND TO MATE. 



 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: RED-EARED SLIDER 
  
SCIENTIFIC NAME: TRACHEMYS SCRIPTA ELEGANS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, TESTUDINES 
 

FACTS: THE RED-EARED SLIDER IS NATIVE TO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER WATERSHED, 
WHERE IT INHABITS ANY BODY OF FRESHWATER.  DUE TO POPULARITY IN THE PET 

TRADE, THIS SPECIES HAS BEEN RELEASED MANY PLACES ALL OVER THE WORLD, 
WHERE IT HAS ESTABLISHED BREEDING POPULATIONS, INCLUDE SOME PONDS IN 

DELAWARE. THE RED-EARED SLIDER IS DISTINGUISHED BY A RED STRIPE LOCATED 

BEHIND EACH EYE.  RED-EARED SLIDERS GROW 5-10 INCHES WITH THE FEMALES 

GROWING LARGER THAN THE MALES. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: RED-EARED SLIDER MALES ARE DISTINGUISED BY THEIR LONG FORE-
CLAWS WHICH THEY USE DURING MATING.  THE MALE SWIMS BACKWARDS INFRONT 

OF THE FEMALE WHILE TICKLING HER CHEAKS WITH HIS CLAWS.  IF THE FEMALE IS 

RECEPTIVE, SHE WILL SWIM TO THE BOTTOM OF THE POND WHERE THEY WILL 

MATE.



 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: CALIFORNIA 

KINGSNAKE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: LAMPROPELTIS GETULA 

CALIFORNIAE 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: CALIFORNIA KINGSNAKES ARE FOUND MOSTLY IN CALIFORNIA. 
TYPICALLY, THIS SNAKE IS BLACK AND WHITE BANDED, BUT LOCO IS A 

“STRIPED ALBINO.”  THESE SNAKES LIVE FOR 15-20 YEARS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: KINGSNAKES FEED ON A VARIETY OF PREY INCLUDING 

SNAKES, LIZARDS, RODENTS, BIRDS, AND EGGS. THE "KING" IN THEIR NAME 

REFERS TO THEIR ABILTY TO EAT OTHER SNAKES, INCLUDING VENOMOUS 

SNAKES SUCH AS RATTLESNAKES, COPPERHEADS, AND CORALSNAKES. THEY 

CAN FEED ON THESE SNAKES BECAUSE THEY ARE IMUNE TO THE VENOM.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME:  LEOPARD GECKO 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: EUBLEPHARIS MACULARIUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: LEOPARD GECKOS INHABIT DRY ROCKY DESERTS AND GRASSLANDS OF NORTHERN INDIA, PAKISTAN, AND 
AFGHANISTAN.  THEY ARE NOCTURNAL AND FEED ON A VARIETY OF INVERTEBRATES.  MOST LIVE FOR APPROXIMATELY 
20 YEARS.   

LEOPARD GECKOS ARE COMMON IN THE PET TRADE AND HAVE BEEN SELECTIVELY BRED TO PRODUCE MANY 
DIFFERENT COLOR PATTERNS.  THE PROFESSOR IS A “BLIZZARD” LEOPARD GECKO.  BLIZZARDS ARE PATTERNLESS AND 
LACK ANY COLOR PIGMENTS. 



 
 
 
COMMON NAME: EASTERN RATSNAKE  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: PANTHEROPHIS ALLEGHANIENSIS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, 
SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: THE EASTERN RATSNAKE (FORMERLY BLACK 
RATSNAKE) IS NATIVE TO THE EASTERN UNITED STATES INCLUDING DELAWARE.  IT INHABITS A 
WIDE VARIETY OF HABITATS INCLUDING WOODLANDS, MEADOWS, AND OLD BUILDINGS.  
INDIVIDUALS HAVE BEEN SEEN HERE AT THE DELCASTLE PROPERTY.  THE EASTERN RAT SNAKE IS 
ONE OF THE LARGEST SNAKES IN NORTH AMERICA REACHING LENGTHS OF 8+ FEET.  DUE TO ITS 
ABILITY TO EFFECTIVELY CATCH AND CONSUME MICE AND RATS, WHICH ARE OFTEN CONSIDERED 

PESTS, THE EASTERN RATSNAKE IS CONSIDERED BENEFICAIL. RATSNAKES ALSO FEED ON BIRDS, 
REPTILES, AMPHIBIANS, AND INSECTS.  
 

ADAPTATIONS:  LIKE MOST SNAKES, RATSNAKES CAPTURE AND HOLD THEIR PREY WITH THEIR 

MOUTH AND COIL THEIR BODY AROUND THEIR PREY TO KILL IT.  SNAKE THAT KILL THEIR PREY IN 
THIS MANNER ARE CALLED “CONSTRICTORS.”  A COMMON MISCONCEPTION IS THAT SNAKES DO 

THIS TO SUFFOCATE THEIR PREY. BUT INFACT, THE PREY DIE FROM CARDIAC ARREST (E.G., THE 
PREY ARE SQUEEZED SO TIGHTLY THAT THEIR HEART CANNOT BEAT).   



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
COMMON NAME: MIDAS CICHLID 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: AMPHILOPHUS CITRINELLUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, ACTINOPTERYGII, PERCIFORMES 
 

FACTS: THE MIDAS CICHLID IS NATIVE TO ATLANTIC SLOPE LAKES OF NICARAGUA 

AND COSTA RICA IN CENTRAL AMERICA.  THEY ARE OMNIVOROUS FEEDING 

PRIMARILY ON SNAILS, SMALL FISH, AND SOME PLANT MATTER.  THIS SPECIES CAN 

GROW TO 10 INCHES AND LIVES APPROXIMATELY 15 YEARS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: MIDAS CICHLIDS ARE TERRITORIAL AND VERY AGGRESSIVE.  WHEN 

BREEDING, THEY FORM PAIRS AND AGGRESSIVELY DEFEND THEIR EGGS AND YOUNG.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: BURMESE PYTHON 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: PYTHON MOLURUS BIVITTATUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: THE BURMESE PYTHON IS NATIVE TO SOUTHEAST ASIA, WHERE IT LIVES IN A VARIETY OF 
HABITATS AND PREFERS AREAS ASSOCIATED WITH WATER.  THIS SNAKE IS ONE OF THE 5 LONGEST 
SNAKES IN THE WORLD GROWING UP TO 25 FEET.   BURMESE PYTHONS ARE VERY POWERFUL 

ANIMALS, CAPABLE OF INFLICTING SEVERE BITES OR EVEN KILLING THEIR KEEPER.    
 

ADAPTATIONS:  PYTHONS HAVE HEAT PITS LOCATED ON THEIR LIP SCALES.  THESE HEAT PITS 
SENSE INFRARED RADIATION AND ARE USED TO DETECT PREY.  SMALL SPURS LOCATED NEAR THE 

CLOACA ARE VESTEGIAL (REMNANT) HIND LEGS AND ARE USED BY MALES DURING MATING.  



 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: LEOPARD GECKO  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: EUBLEPHARIS MACULARIUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: LEOPARD GECKOS INHABIT DRY ROCKY DESERTS AND GRASSLANDS OF 

NORTHERN INDIA, PAKISTAN, AND AFGHANISTAN.  THEY ARE NOCTURNAL AND FEED 

ON A VARIETY OF INVERTEBRATES.  MOST LIVE FOR APPROXIMATELY 20 YEARS.   
 

ADAPTATIONS:  UNLIKE MOST GECKOS, LEOPARD GECKOS HAVE EYELIDS.  EYELIDS 

ARE IMPORTANTS TO PROTECT THE GECKO’S EYES FROM WIND-BLOWN SAND AND 

DUST COMMON IN ITS ARID ENVIRONMENT.  LEOPARD GECKOS STORE NUTRIENT-RICH 

FAT IN THEIR TAIL FOR TIMES WHEN FOOD IS SCARCE.  LIKE MANY LIZARDS, 

LEOPARD GECKOS CAN ‘DROP’ THEIR TAIL (AUTOTOMY) IN ORDER TO ESCAPE 

PREDATION. THE TAIL WILL GROW BACK (REGENERATE), BUT IT IS SHORTER AND 

LACKS VERTEBRATE.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: GREEN TREE PYTHON 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: MORELIA VIRIDUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: THE GREEN TREE PYTHON IS NATIVE TO INDONESIA, NEW GUINEA, AND 

NORTHERN AUSTRALIA.  THEY ARE ARBOREAL (TREE DWELLING) AND NOCTURNAL. 
WHEN THE GREEN PYTHON RESTS, IT LOOPS ITSELF SADDLE‐FASHION OVER A 

BRANCH, ANCHORING ITSELF WITH ITS TAIL AND CRADLING ITS HEAD IN THE MIDDLE 

OF ITS DRAPED COILS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS:  GREEN TREE PYTHONS HAVE A PREHENSILE TAIL THAT ALLOWS 

THEM TO GRIP BRANCHES. BY WIGGLING THEIR TAIL, THEY CAN LURE CURIOUS PREY. 
THE PUPIL IS VERTICAL, WHICH DIALATES TO ALLOW FOR OPTIMAL VISION AT NIGHT.



 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME:  WESTERN HOGNOSE SNAKE 
 
SCIENTIFIC NAME: HETERODON NASICUS 
 
KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPITLIA, SQUAMATA  
 
FACTS: THE WESTERN HOGNOSE SNAKE IS NATIVE TO THE WESTERN U. S.  IT PREVERS OPEN SANDY 
HABITATS SUCH AS PRAIRIES.  IT GROWS TO ABOUT 30 INCHES AND CAN LIVE UP TO 14 YRS. IN THE WILD. 
HOGNOSE SNAKES PREY ON AMPHIBIANS, LIZARDS, AND RODENTS, BUT TOADS ARE THE MAIN PREY MAKING 
UP TO 80% OF THE DIET. HOGNOSE SNAKES ARE REAR-FANGED VENOMOUS, BUT POSE NO THREAT TO 
HUMANS. 
 
ADAPTATIONS: WHEN HOGNOSE SNAKES ENCOUNTER A POTENTIAL PREDATOR, THEY WILL FIRST HISS, AND 
FLATTEN THEIR HEADS AND NECKS TO MAKE THEMSELVES APPEAR LARGER. IF THIS FAILS TO WARD OFF 
THE PREDATOR, THE SNAKE MAY STRIKE--ALTHOUGH IT DOES NOT BITE. IF THIS FAILS, THE SNAKE WILL 
FEIGN DEATH BY ROLLING UPSIDEDOWN IN HOPES THAT THE PREDATOR WILL LOSE INTEREST.  

HOGNOSE SNAKES USE THEIR UPTURNED SNOUT TO DIG AND FORAGE 
FOR FOOD. TOADS PRESENT A POTENTIAL FEEDING PROBLEM AS THEY 
INFLATE THEIR BODIES WITH AIR TO MAKE THEMSELVES TOO BIG TO 
SWALLOW. IN ORDER TO COUNTER THIS ADAPTATION, HOGNOSE SNAKES 
HAVE BIGGER TEETH IN THE BACK OF THEIR MOUTH TO PUNCTURE THE 
TOADS IF THEY INFLATE. ANOTHER ADAPTION ON THE SNAKE’S PART IS AN 
ENLARGED ADRENAL GLAND, WHICH FUNCTIONS TO COUNTER THE TOXINS 
FOUND IN THE TOADS' SKIN.  



 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: EASTERN DIAMOND-BACKED 
TERRAPIN  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: MALACLEMYS TERRAPIN TERRAPIN 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, TESTUDINES 
 

FACTS: THE DIAMOND-BACKED TERRAPIN IS NATIVE TO THE EAST COAST OF 
NORTH AMERICA.  IT IS ONE OF THE FEW SPECIES IN THE WORLD THAT LIVES 
EXCLUSIVLEY IN BRACKISH WATER HABITATS, SUCH AS SALT MARSHES.   IT IS 
PRIMARILY CARNIVOROUS FEEDING ON SNAILS, MUSSELS, AND CRABS.  THIS 
TURTLES WAS ONCE POPULARLY CONSUMED BY HUMANS IN TERRAPIN STEW.  
HOWEVER, OVERHUNTING LED TO A DECLINE, AND THIS SPECIES IS NOW 
PROTECTED IN MOST AREAS.  FEMALES OFTEN ATTAIN A LENGTH OF 9 INCHES, 
WHILE MALES USUALLY REACH A MAXIMUM OF 5.5 INCHES.  
 

ADAPTATIONS: DIAMOND-BACKED TERRAPINS POSSESS SALT GLANDS IN THEIR 
NOSE, WHICH ALLOWS THEM TO EXCRETE EXCESS SALT ABSORBED FROM THEIR 
ENVIRONMENT. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: GOLDEN GECKO 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: GEKKO ULIKOVISKI 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 
 

FACTS: GOLDEN GECKOS ARE NATIVE TO THE RAINFORESTS OF VIETNAM.  
 

ADAPTATIONS:  GECKOS’ TOES ARE COVERED WITH MICROSCOPIC SPATULATE 
SHAPED STRUCTURES CALLED SETAE.  THESE STRUCTURES CLING TO MICROSCOPIC 
IMPERFECTIONS ON EVEN THE SMOOTHEST SURFACES, WHICH 
ALLOWS GECKOS TO CLIMB ALMOST ANYTHING 
AND EVEN WALK UPSIDEDOWN.  GECKOS’ 
TOES BEND THE OPPOSITE DRECTION FROM 
OUR DIDGETS, WHICH ALLOWS GECKOS TO 
PEEL THEIR TOES AWAY FROM THE SURFACE 
AS THEY WALK. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: AXOLOTL 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: AMBYSTOMA MEXICANUM 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, AMPHIBIA, CAUDATA 
 

FACTS: THE AXOLOTL IS A SPECIES OF MOLE SALAMANDERS native to 2 lakes in 
central Mexico.  UNLIKE OTHER MOLE SALAMANDERS, AXOLOTL LARVAE FAIL TO 
UNDERGO METAMORPHOSIS, AND THE ADULTS RETAIN THE JUVENILE 
CHARACTERISTICS, SUCH AS EXTERNAL GILLS, LARGE TAIL FIN, AND NO EYELIDS.  
AXOLOTLS GROW 9-12 INCHES and are carnivorous, feeding on prey such 
as worms, insects, and small fish.  This axolotl was genetically 
modified to contain GFP (green florescent protein). 
 

ADAPTATIONS:  Although adult axolotls have lungs, the primary site 
for gas exchange (respiration) is through the external gills 
(located behind the head), which are lined with filaments that 
increase the surface area.



 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: CUBAN TREEFROG 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Osteopilus 
septentrionalis 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, 
AMPHIBIA, ANURA 
 

FACTS: THE CUBAN TREEFROG IS THE LARGEST TREEFROG SPECIES FOUND IN 
NORTH AMERICA AND IS NATIVE TO CUBA AND NEARBY CARIBBEAN ISLANDS.  
CUBAN TREEFROGS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED TO FLORIDA, WHERE THEY ARE NOW 
ABUNDANT.  THESE FROGS ARE FEROCIOUS EATERS, FEEDING ON ANYTHING THEY 
CAN FIT IN THEIR MOUTHS, INCLUDING OTHER FROGS AND LIZARDS.   
 

ADAPTATIONS: The Cuban treefrog has a sticky skin secretion that is 
toxic. It easily adapts to living around homes, feeding on insects 
attracted to porch lights.  The toe pads are well developed for 
climbing.  Mucous is secreted from the pads, which helps them cling 
to dry surfaces.



 
COMMON NAME: ZEBRAFISH, 
ZEBRA DANIO 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Danio rerio 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: 
ANIMALIA, Actinopterygii, 
Cypriniformes  
 

FACTS:  The zebrafish is 
native to the streams of the southeastern Himalayan region.  The 
zebrafish grows to 2.5 inches, lives for around 5 years, and 
produces 300-500 eggs per spawning. 
 

GLOFISH FACTS:  ZEBRAFISH WERE THE FIRST GENETICALLY MODIFIED ANIMAL TO 
BE PUBLICALLY AVAILABLE AS A PET.  These fish have a special gene that 

codes for a protein, which glows 
fluorescent under natural and 
ultraviolet light, inserted into their 
genome.  The green fish have a green 
fluorescent protein gene that came 
from a jellyfish, which naturally 
produces bright green 
bioluminescence.  The red fish 
contains a protein gene from a sea 
coral.



 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: GERBIL 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: MERIONES UNGUICULATUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, 
MAMMALIA, RODENTIA 
 

FACTS: THE DOMESTIC GERBIL ORIGINATES FROM MONGOLIA, WHERE IT OCCUPIES 
SEMI-DESERT HABITATS.  GERBILS WERE FIRST BROUGHT TO THE U.S. IN THE 1950S 
FOR SCIENTIFIC STUDY.  IN THE WILD, GERIBLS LIVE IN SOCIAL GROUPS AND ARE 
DIURNAL, RETREATING TO THEIR BURROWS AT NIGHT AND DURING THE HOTTEST 
PART OF THE DAY.  GERBILS TYPICALLY LIVE FOR 3-4 YEARS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS:  THE GERBIL HAS LONG LEGS FOR JUMPING AND RUNNING FROM 
PREDATORS, TEETH TO DEAL WITH HARD SEEDS AND PLANT MATTER, AND WATER 
CONSERVATION ADAPTATIONS THAT ALLOW THEM TO SURVIVE IN THE ARID CLIMATE, 
SUCH AS STORING WATER IN LAYERS OF FAT CELLS.



COMMON NAME: HOUSE MOUSE, DOMESTIC MOUSE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: MUS MUSCULUS 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: ANIMALIA, 
RODENTIA, MUIRIDAE 
 

FACTS: THE HOUSE MOUSE ORIGINATED IN ASIA, BUT NOW OCCUPIES A 
WORLDWIDE DISTRTIBUTION.  HOUSE MICE GENERALLY LIVE IN CLOSE ASSOCIATION 
WITH HUMANS-- IN HOUSES, BARNS, GRANARIES, ETC. THEY ALSO OCCUPY CULTIVATED 
FIELDS, FENCEROWS, AND EVEN WOODED AREAS, BUT THEY SELDOM STRAY FAR FROM BUILDINGS. 
BECAUSE OF THEIR ASSOCIATION WITH HUMANS, HOUSE MICE HAVE BEEN ABLE INHABIT 
INHOSPITABLE AREAS (SUCH AS TUNDRA AND DESERT) WHICH THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
OCCUPY INDEPENDENTLY. HOUSE MICE ARE THE MOST COMMONLY USED ANIMAL FOR SCIENTIFIC 
STUDY. 

HOUSE MICE HAVE A POLYGYNOUS MATING SYSTEM. FEMALES GENERALLY HAVE 5-10 LITTERS 
PER YEAR IF CONDITIONS ARE SUITABLE, BUT AS MANY AS 14 HAVE BEEN REPORTED. GESTATION 
(PREGNANCY) IS 19-21 DAYS LONG. LITTERS CONSIST OF 3-12 (GENERALLY 5 OR 6) 
OFFSPRING, WHICH A RE BORN NAKED AND BLIND. THEY ARE FULLY FURRED AFTER 10 DAYS, 
OPEN THEIR EYES AT 14 DAYS, ARE WEANED AT 3 WEEKS, AND REACH SEXUAL MATURITY AT 5-7 
WEEKS. AVERAGE LIFE SPAN IS ABOUT 2 YEARS IN CAPTIVITY, BUT INDIVIDUALS HAVE LIVED FOR 
AS LONG AS 6 YEARS. IN THE WILD, MOST MICE DO NOT LIVE BEYOND 12-18 MONTHS.   



 
COMMON NAME: BANANA PLANT 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: MUSA SP. 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: PLANTAE, ZINGIBERALES, 
MUSACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

FACTS: THE BANANA PLANT CAN GROW QUICKLY 
REACHING 25 FEET IN HEIGHT IN A YEAR. IT TYPICALLY 
PRODUCES FRUIT 15-18 MONTHS AFTER 
PLANTING. AFTER IT FLOWERS AND FRUITS, THE TOP 
PORTION OF THE PLANT DIES AND ANOTHER PLANT 
SPROUTS UP FROM THE SAME ROOTS TO REPLACE THE 
PREVIOUS PLANT. BANANA PLANTS ARE CULTIVATED PRIMARILY FOR FRUIT, 
AND TO A LESSER EXTENT, FOR FIBER.  

THE BANANA FRUIT GROW IN HANGING CLUSTERS, WITH UP TO 20 FRUIT 
TO A TIER (CALLED A HAND). THE TOTAL OF THE HANGING CLUSTERS IS 
KNOWN AS A BUNCH, OR COMMERCIALLY AS A "BANANA STEM". BANANAS ARE A 
VALUABLE SOURCE OF VITAMIN A, VITAMIN B6, VITAMIN C, AND POTASSIUM. 



  

COMMON NAME: FICUS TREE, WEEPING FIG 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: FICUS BENJAMINA 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: PLANTAE, URTICALES, MORACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST ASIA SOUTH TO NORTHERN AUSTRALIA 
 

FACTS: THE WEEPING FIG IS THE OFFICIAL TREE OF BANGKOK, THAILAND. 

IT CAN REACH 30 M TALL IN NATURAL CONDITIONS. ITS SMALL FRUIT ARE A 

FAVORITE FOOD OF MANY BIRDS. WEEPING FIG HAS BEEN SHOWN BY NASA 

TO EFFECTIVELY FILTER INDOOR AIR TOXINS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: THE LEAVES ARE VERY SENSITIVE TO SMALL CHANGES IN LIGHT. WHEN IT IS RE-

LOCATED, IT REACTS BY DROPPING MANY OF ITS LEAVES AND REPLACING THEM WITH NEW LEAVES 

ADAPTED TO THE NEW LIGHT INTENSITY. 



 
COMMON NAME:  CACTUS 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: PLANTAE, 
CARYOPHYLLALES, CACTACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA 
 

ADAPTATIONS: Cacti are adapted to 
extremely hot and dry 
environments.  Their stems have 
expanded into green succulent structures which store 
water.  A waxy coating on the stem prevents water loss.  The 

stem is also where photosynthesis 
occurs.  The spines are actually 
modified leaves, which protect the 
plant from predators.  Many cactus 
species are night blooming, as they 
are pollinated by nocturnal insects 
or small animals, principally moths 
and bats. Cacti's sizes range from 
small and round to pole-like and tall. 



 
 
COMMON NAME: FRANGIPANI / PLUMERIA 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: PLUMERIA RUBRA 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: PLANTAE, 
GENTIANALES, APOCYNACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: CENTRAL AMERICA 
 

FACTS: THE HAWAIIAN LEI GIVEN APON ARRIVAL 
IS OFTEN MADE OF PLUMERIA FLOWER PETALS. 
 

ADAPTATIONS: PLUMERIA RELY ON SPHINX 
MOTHS TO POLLINATE THEIR FLOWERS.  SINCE 
SPHINX MOTHS ARE NOCTURNAL, PLUMERIA 
INCREASE THEIR FLOWER FRAGRANCE AT NIGHT TO ATTRACT THE MOTHS. 
THE FLOWERS, HOWEVER, HAVE NO NECTAR, AND SIMPLY DUPE THEIR 
POLLINATORS. THE MOTHS INADVERTENTLY POLLINATE THEM BY 
TRANSFERRING POLLEN FROM FLOWER TO FLOWER IN THEIR FRUITLESS 
SEARCH FOR NECTAR. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: ZZ PLANT 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Zamioculcas 
zamiifolia 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, ALISMATALES, ARACEAE 
 

ORIGIN:  EAST AFRICA 
 

ADAPTATIONS: The ZZ plant 
survives drought due to 
large potato-like rhizomes 
that store water.  This plant 
is poisonous if ingested. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: ALOE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Aloe vera 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, ASPARAGALES, 
ASPHODELACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: NORTHERN AFRICA 
 

FACTS: SAP FROM THE LEAF CAN BE 
USED FOR HERBAL AND MEDICINAL 
PURPOSES SUCH AS to treat 
various skin conditions like 
cuts, burns, and dry skin.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: DRAGON TREE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: DRACAENA 
MARGINATA 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, ASPARAGALES, 
RUSCACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: MADAGASCAR 
 

FACTS: This plant was used in 
the NASA Clean Air Study and 
has been shown to help 
remove formaldehyde.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: JADE PLANT / 
FRIENDSHIP TREE 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: CRASSULA 
OVATA 
 
KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, ROSALES, 
CRASSULACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: SOUTH AFRICA 
 

ADAPTATIONS: The jade plant is 
an evergreen succulent 
adapted to dry habitats. 



 
 
 
 
COMMON NAME: 
DENDROBIUM 
ORCHID 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: 
DENDROBIUM SP. 
 
KINGDOM, ORDER, 
FAMILY: PLANTAE, ASPARAGALES, 
ORCHIDACEAE 
 

ORIGIN:  ASIA 
 

ADAPTATIONS: These orchids 
are epiphytic (“air plants”) 
meaning they attach or grow 
on other living plants rather 
than in the soil.  Aerial roots 
anchor the plant and absorb 
moisture from the air. 
Pseudobulbs unite into a 
reed-like stem and store 
water.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME:  CORN PLANT 
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: DRACAENA 
FRAGRANS 
 
KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, ASPARAGALES, 
RUSCACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: WEST AFRICA 
 

FACTS:  This species can grow 
20 feet tall. 



 

COMMON NAME: AFRICAN VIOLET 
  

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Saintpaulia sp. 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: 
PLANTAE, LAMIALES, 
GESNERIACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: TANZANIA AND KENYA 
 

FACTS: SEVERAL OF THE SPECIES ARE 

ENDANGERED, AND MANY MORE 

ARE THREATENED, DUE TO 

CLEARANCE OF THEIR NATIVE CLOUD 

FOREST HABITAT FOR AGRICULTURE.  



COMMON NAME: PINEAPPLE 
 

SC IENTIFIC NAME: ANANAS COMOSUS 
 

KINGDOM, ORDER, FAMILY: PLANTAE, 
POALES, BROMELIACEAE 
 

ORIGIN: SOUTH AMERICA 
 

FACTS: THE PINEAPPLE IS AN EXAMPLE OF A 
MULTIPLE FRUIT: MULTIPLE, SPIRALLY-
ARRANGED FLOWERS ALONG THE AXIS EACH 
PRODUCE A FLESHY FRUIT THAT BECOMES 
PRESSED AGAINST THE FRUITS OF ADJACENT 
FLOWERS, FORMING WHAT APPEARS TO BE A 
SINGLE FLESHY FRUIT.  



 
 
 

COMMON NAME: BALL PYTHON  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: PYTHON REGIUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: 
ANIMALIA, REPTILIA, SQUAMATA



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON NAME: “HYPO TANGERINE” 

LEOPARD GECKO  
 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: EUBLEPHARIS 

MACULARIUS 
 

KINGDOM, CLASS, ORDER: ANIMALIA, 

REPTILIA, SQUAMATA 


